CHAP. II.]   THE VEDANTA AND ITS HEGELIAN OBITIOS.         21
attempted by means of a conception to mediate between the
Infinite and finite, and to gain for the latter a legitimate derivation
from the former "—the conception of what he terms the
" infinite modes ??—a sort of connecting link between the Infinite
and finite*
It is this philosophy for which. Hegel pays Spinoza a compli-
ment by saying that in thus arriving at the Absolute Eeality,
Spinoza stood on a firm rock, and the system of Ethics Tie built
was the most sublimes
The Indian Veddnfa, assuming it to be quite Spinozistic in its
character and no better, is entitled to at least this modicum of
praise, if to nothing more, from Hegelian philosophers, especially
when we find them having a good word for other philosophers
deemed guilty of the like fault of false and empty abstraction.
Herbert Spencer, for instance, is said to have arrived at his
Great Unknowable by a similar process of abstraction. But in
discussing the defect of Spencer's method, Dr. Edward Caird2 can-
didly recognises the element of truth it contains.
cc It is true 5? (he says) " that the movement of thought from the
finite to the Infinite is regressive and that this regression is caused
by a discernment of the negative or unreal character of the finite
existence from which, we start. It is the illusweness,3 the un-
certainty, the instability of the things of time and sense, which in the
first instance at least maJces us look beyond them to God, It is not
because of what the finite is, but mainly because of what it is not,
that we seek refuge in the Infinite. As it is the illusion of appear-
ance that awakens scientific enquiry to search beneath or beyond
it for that which is not to be found in it, so it is the failure of the
world to supply what he at first sight expected to get from it that
drives man back upon God. . . . The necessity of thought to rise
from the finite to the infinite lies in the awakening consciousness that
the finite in itself is naught, that neither the intelligence nor the will
can finally accept it as an absolute reality, .... Such being
the case, it is natural that the Infinite which is reached by such. a
regressive process should, in the first instance, be defined as that
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1 ( Phil. Eel.' I, 99 ; IL, 48, 49.           8 The italics
2 ' Evol. Rel.' Vol. I., p. m.             aufcWa

